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NEWS RELEASE

09.03.11, for immediate release

Steve Cram launches the Sunderland City 10k run 

World Champion athlete and former world record holder Steve Cram today launches Sunderland’s very own 10k run at the National Glass Centre, University of Sunderland.  Sponsored by online travel booking company redspottedhanky, the Sunderland City 10k will start and finish at Sunderland AFC’s Stadium of Light, and will take in many of the city’s major landmarks.  The run will make its debut on Sunday, June 26 and is being organised by DS Media and Events, a company set up in 2010 by Dave Roberts and Steve Cram.  

The Sunderland City 10K run has been made possible thanks to Sunderland City Council and is expected to attract thousands of people to Sunderland for an exciting and iconic event.  From families and fun runners to experienced club athletes, the run aims to cater for all ages and abilities, and is the latest addition to the council’s extensive calendar of cultural and sports events.  Cram and Sunderland City Council have ambitious plans for running in the city.  Next year, the Sunderland City 10k will be joined by a city marathon, plans for which are well underway.   Applications to run in the first Sunderland City 10k are now being taken at www.sunderlandcity10k.com or through event supporter Gentoo’s contact centre on 0191 525 5747.

Steve Cram comments:

“This is one of the most exciting projects that I have worked on in recent years.  The opportunity to help create a new running event here in Sunderland is one I couldn’t resist.  We’ve managed to design a 10k course that really will showcase the city at its best, but that’s just the start of our plans.  

“It’s great to work with progressive organisations like Sunderland City Council and redspottedhanky on events that can capture the imagination of the people of the North East.  I am sure that this year’s run will be a big success and we’ll build on that to deliver an even bigger city running programme in 2012, including what I believe will be an outstanding marathon.”

Leader of Sunderland City Council, Councillor Paul Watson, adds: 

"The Sunderland City 10k is set to be one of the most exciting events in our summer calendar. I am delighted that in partnership with Steve Cram and redspottedhanky, we will be delivering an occasion that thousands of residents and visitors to the city will be able to enjoy, regardless of their level of running ability.”

Andrea Morgan, director of redspottedhanky, adds:

“Redspottedhanky is delighted to be the title sponsor for the Sunderland City 10k run.  Our company is new to the city too, so being a launch partner for what I am sure will be a great event makes absolute sense to us.  Sunderland has a great heritage of culture and sport and we hope to play a big part in the next stage of that.  We’ll be promoting the event strongly through redspottedhanky.com and helping people travel from across the country to take part in the run.”

As well as giving thousands of people the opportunity to join together in a new event, the Sunderland City 10k run will also be aiming to raise money for local charities.  A key charity partner for the event will be the SAFC Foundation, which uses the power of sport to transform the lives of thousands of young people every year.

Lesley Spuhler, chief executive of the SAFC Foundation, comments: 

“The SAFC Foundation is over the moon to have been chosen as a preferred charity for runners taking part in the Sunderland City 10k.  By coincidence, 2011 is the year that we celebrate our tenth birthday and this is a very welcome early present.  In these challenging economic times, it’s really commendable that the team behind the run wants to support a local charity that runs projects that have a direct impact on the community in Sunderland.  It’s another good example of how sport can be used in a very positive way to improve lives.”

David Dixon, director of customer experience at the Gentoo Group adds:  

“This is a really exciting event for the city of Sunderland and we are delighted to be able to support it by providing our contact centre services for people to call and register for the run.  We are hoping some of our staff will also get on board and take part in the run too!" 

For more information or to apply for a place in the Sunderland City 10k, go to www.sunderlandcity10k.com, call 0191 525 5747 or follow www.twitter.com/sunderland10k. 

ends
For further media information please contact Press Ahead: 

Matt Hipgrave: 07949 044 380 / 0191 516 6235 or mh@pressahead.info or 

Chris Lines: 07971 868329 / 0191 516 6235 or cl@pressahead.info.    

NOTE TO EDITORS:

The Route

After departing from outside the Stadium of Light, runners will head along Millennium Way before crossing the river Wear over the Wearmouth Bridge. Opened in 1929 and a testament to British engineering, thousands of runners will be treated to impressive views along the river from the bridge’s high vantage point.      

The route then heads south through Sunderland’s central shopping district before heading into the delightful Mowbray Park, one of the oldest of its kind in the country and an oasis of green in the busy city. Previously voted Britain’s best park, it features the award winning Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens.

After taking in the park’s leafy calm, runners will head back into the city and up through fashionable Sunniside. Home to 160 listed buildings and boasting stunning new £2m gardens, this beautiful city quarter is a bustling business and cultural hub. 

Having made a loop of Sunderland city centre, the route re-crosses the Wear and settles on its north bank heading out towards the sea, passing the National Glass Centre. Sunderland was once the country’s leading producer of glass and the centre, which is part of the University of Sunderland, offers a contemporary and creative take on the city’s industrial heritage.  

When the Sunderland City 10k hits the sea front it passes Sunderland Marina and heads along Marine Walk, overlooking golden sands and a haven for water-sports enthusiasts, before reaching another of Sunderland’s picturesque green spaces, Roker Park. 

And as the run reaches its final stages and the runners turn for the finish line at the Stadium of Light, they will pass Sunderland’s Candidate World Heritage Site, St Peter’s Church, which is linked in a twin candidature with St Paul’s of Jarrow; a fitting connection between Sunderland and Steve Cram’s home town. 
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